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Summarized translation 


A. AVRAMOV ESTABLISHED A BANK IN MEXICO 


According to an official an~ 


Mex@co-City,25/1. (N.D.) 


nouncement published yesterday the Mexican Government has 


authorized the establishment of a new bank to be known as the 
*“Anglo-~Mexican Bank". Albert AVRAMOV,wealthy Syrian,who ar-~ 
rived in Mexico from Shanghai Kadantlars and Miguel .IRZA are 
at the head of the bank. 

It is reliably reported that Avramov arrived in Mexico 
as a representative of the London firm Thomas de la Rue, 
with a capital of U.S.$ 600.000, 

It is reported that the new bank will finance various 
AoA SES See schemes including irrifation sy stems ,yhydroelectric 


power stations and cement factory. 
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September 17, 40. 


Mre DeFe Baroukh, 
311 Kiangse Road, 
Shanghad 


Sir, 
I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 
September 7th. in which you request the issue of a Certificate 
of Good Character in favour of Mr. Aedes Avramowe In accor- 
dance with recognized procedure, your application has been 
referred to the American Consulate General in Shanghai. 
Iam, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Sd. K. M. Bourne. 


Commissioner of Police. 
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September 17, 1940. 


Commissioner of Police. 


Sir, 


During the afternoon of September 16, 
I handed copies of Mr. Baroukh's letter and 
Special Branch report dated September 13 to 
Mr. Service, Vice Consul, American Consulate 
General, and informed him that the S.M. Police 
will await official application before supplying 
the information requested in Mr. Baroukh’s letter. 
I suggest a reply dn the following 
lines to Mr. Baroukh:- 
« I have to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter dated September 7th in which 


you request the issue of a Certificate of 


Pas 
ye Good Character in favour of Mr. A. J. 


\e Nt Avramow. In accordance with recognized 
} ‘procedure, your application has been 


referred to the American Consulate General 


BD. Cc. (Special Branch) 


in Shanghai. a 
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Mr. Avramow. 
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Mr. Avyramow who is believed to be at Mexico-Vity 
at present and applies » through his local friends, for 
a police certificate of character in connection with his 
wish to enter the U.S.4.,forms the subject of Special 
Branch file No. D-496l,a brief summary of which is given 
underneathi- 

Albert Jacques AVRAMOW,Bulgarian of Jewish ori-. 

; gin,born at Sofia in 1896. He first arrived in Shanghai 
in 1929,reportedly,as a representative of the London 
house of Messrs Thosede la Rue & Co. Ltd,world-wide 
known banknote manufacturers and engravers,the object of 
his trip being to study local market conditions and to 
strike up business connections on behalf of his employers,. 
He left Shanghai in the autumn of the same year,but re- 
turned here on February 7,1930 as the official represen- 
tative ofThos.de la Rue & Co. Ltd and established his of- 
fices in the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank Building, No. 12 
The Bund, 

During March,1931 private enquiries were institu- 
ted by Thos. de la Rue & Co. Ltd regarding Avramow's bu= 


siness methods and his private conduct,as a result of 


te 
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which he was recalled to London. He left Shanghai for 
“urope via U.S.A. early in May,1931, a few days prior 
to the arrival here of ur. Sydney Lamert,Director General . 
of Thos. de 1a Rue & Co. Ltd, and Mr. N.A. Hendrike ,newly | 
‘eupodmbed Shanghai representative of the firme However, 
Avramow succeeded in obtaining his re-appointment as lo-. 
Se rs the firm and returned to a. 
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in april,1932. It appears that he still holds the posi-~ 
tion in question. 

During the past eight years he was frequently 
absent from Shanghai to various cities of China, to 
Hongkong, °ingapore,#urope and america. On 30-4-¢0 he 
left for Hongkong aboard the s.s. “ President Coolidge? 

according to police report dated 3-6-37, he was 
at that time in possession of Bulgarian passport No. 
007,611 /2-37 issued at the Bulgarian Legation in Lon- 
don on January 3,1937. ; 

In November,1930 he married a Miss Antonina 


MLA ei kc io 


Balykoff,Russian, the marriage ceremony being. performed 
in the attics of a local French legal practitioner, 
among the methods of promoting business employed 

by Avramow, his favourite trick should be mentioned ,name- 
ly* to produce counterfeited notes at the banks concern- 
ead in an effort to prove the inferiority of their notes 
compared with those manufactured by his company. These 
Spurious notes he was in the habit of purchasing from 
various suspicious characters,which very naturally re- 
sulted in rumours being circulated to the effect that he 
was an associate of local counterfeiters. 

Although firmly established as the local repre- 


sentative of a large and renowned foreign organization, 
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Avramow,strangely enough, associated himsa@if with seve- 
ral individuals known to the Shanghai Municipal Police 
as being suspicious characters. , 


According to information on hand,his private life 
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in Shanghai would definitely not bear close inspection. 
apart from the foregoing nothing prejudicial i 
to Avramow's character has come to the notice of this 2 
office. ; 
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SHANGHAI INTERNATIONAL RADIO OFFICE 

‘KQG 1017 | | le 
AC208 MEXICOCITY 3O VIA RCA 5 ABAP- | 
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DLT DELARUE | 
SHANGHA | ’ 

HAVE APPLIED TODAY AMERICAN CONSULATE HERE FOR “iy 
MY QUOTA CONSULATE TELEGRAPHING SHANGHAI POLICE | 


RECORDS HONQRABILITY STANDING ETC PLEASE ARRANGE 
IMMEDIATELY FOR GOOD QUICK ANSWER TELEGRAPH RESULTS 


AYRAMOw 


_—- eA! OP Mee 
; For any inquiry + are this radiogram, please present the duplicate copy to THE SHANGHAI 
i INTERNATION RADIO OFFICE, Sassoon House, Jinkee Road or Phone 11180. 

Phone 11180 for a messenger to collect your outgoing radiogram. ; 
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IMPORTERS EXPORTERS 
MANUFACTURERS 


SHANGHAI 
September 7, 1940 


: The Cemmissicner 
d Shanghai Municipai Poiice 
Present. 


: Gear Sir , 


Mr, avramow , Manager , cf Messrs. Themae Delaruve & 
Ge. Ltd. ef 12 the Bund is new in Mexicc-vity end wisheé tc 


enter U.S.A. 


The American Consulate at Miexice-City is telegraphing 
| ! te the Shanghai Municipal Pclice fer pelice rectrds cene ering 
‘ the neneurability and atanding ef air. Avramew. 


Mr. avramcw ig a member cf a digtinguished family and 4 
big Firm ie internaticually kmcwn in the manufaoturing cf bank c 
netes. i , myself recemmend hit unreservedly im every respect. 
tix, AVramcw has resided an Shanghai abcut 15 years. 


8 Sheusad the ameriaan Censuiate at Lexice-City ter1egraph 
H ¢] te you 1 request that you cabie back ycur answer by cable and 
‘| amy expenses entaised I shail be giad te refund te ycu. 


I aise request that ycu issue & certificate ecnoerning 
j : the heneurability and standing cf Mr. albert J, avramew and if ‘q 
F it is pessibite te grant it bpefcre tuesday icth ef September 1 + ay 
ghaii be very grateful tc ycu as I weuid iike te hand it cver i: 
te his brother Mr. Nissim avremcw whe is ieaving Spanghai by - "ag et 
3.35. Ccelidge. ; = . F ati 

: ‘és “ oO. eS. 


‘With best wishes , I have pleasure te remain , dears: 


Cordially Yeurs , 
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Jewish origin, and an oversexed scoundrel who associates 
with crooks, arrived in Shanghai from Hongkong on the 
20-4-40 aboard the s.s. "Tegelberg*. fter a brief 
stay in Shanghai, he left for Hongkong on 30-4-40 per 


s.s.'tpresident Coolidge". 
He forms the subject of Sp.Br.File D.gp6l. 
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Leo SHAPITRIC, Russian Jew, subject to 


confidential file, D.4961, departed from Shanghzi for 
North China on board the D.KeK. vessel “Hoten Maru” on 
the llth of Zaly 1939. 
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Albert Jacques AVRAMO®W, known associate of { 

crooks and general suspect, left Shanghai for Hongkong on 


April 25, 1938 aboard the s.s. "D‘Artagnan®. 
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There is a strong suspicion that Mr. Jacques 
, AVRANGEy, Bulgarian, is the local agent..of..the, TIT. Int exnational. 
Although he is the manager of Messrs. De La Rue & Co. (Thos) 
Ltd., Banknote Manufacturers, he is known to be living well 


above his legitimate income, 
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Mr. Jacques AVRAMOW, Bulgarian, manager 
of Messrs. De La Rue & Co.(Thos) Ltd, Banknote Manufacturers, 


12 The Bund, returned to Shanghai on April 11, 1938 on i 
the s.s. “*Victoria*. He is known to be an associate 
i 


of a number of bad characters. 
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"Shanghai Zaria, October 29,1937 


Translation 


Mr. A.A. AVRAMOV,manager of the local branch of the 

De La Rue & Co.,the largest banknote manufacturing 
firm in England, left Shanghai for Mexico-City recently 
on a business trip on behalf of the firm,af ~* which 
he will return to Shanghai. 


He was accompanied by his wife. 
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a. J. AVRAMOF?, Bulgarian, subject of the ba ate 


confidential file Wo.D.4961, left Shanghai for Hon-kong | 
on board of m/v "“"D'Artagnan" on September I7, 3937 
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; : Leo SHAPITRIC, Russian Jew e 28, born in Harbin 
i who is mentioned in the Confidential file D. 4961, arrived i.. 


i AT AYRAMOW. 


Shanghai from Canton via Hongkong on board of s/s/_ “*Chichibu 
i Maru* on 4.6.57. 

‘ He is in possession of a Chinese passport No. 16510 
: issued in Shanghai on 12.4.37. 

: according to his declaration he is connected with 

i the Universal Supply Co. and his address in Shanghai will be 


17, Hwa Kee Avenue. 
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June 6 376 


My dear Steptoe, 

I have to inform you that AcJ-. AVramow, 
Bulgarian, loval manager of Thos. de la Rue & Coe Ltda, 
left Shanghai on June 4, 1937, on the meve “Victorin" 
for Singapore. He has made arrangements, however, to 
retain his cabin on this ship should he desire to 
continue on to Europes Should he proceed to Europes. 
4t is reported that his final destination will be London. 

During his short stay in Shanghai Avramow 
visited his offices at 12 The Bund on a number of 
occasions, but wes apparently recalled to his Head Office 
by cablee His present trip, in any case, is of a 
business nature. . 


Youre sincerely, 


(Gi K. M. Bourne. 


He HN. Steptoe, Euqes 
HeBeMe Consulate-General, 
Shanghai 
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A.J. AVRAMOW, Bulgarian, local manager of Thos. de 
la Rue & Co., Ltd., left Shanghai on June 4, 1937 on the 
m.v. *Victoria" for Singapore. Ye has made arrangements, 


however, to retain his cabin on this ship should he desire 

to continue on to Europe. Should he proceed to Europe, it 

is reported that his final destination will be London. 
During Lis short stay in Shanghai Avramow visited 


? 


hg@s offices at 12 The Bund on a nu.lber of occasions, but 


Was apparently recalled to his Head Office by cable. His 


present trip, in any case, is of a business nature.. 
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My dear Steptoe, 

I have to inform you that A.J.Avramow, 
Bulgarian, who left Shanghai for Europe on June 14, 
1936, on the sese “Empress of Russia", returned to 
Shanghai via Siberia on the s.s. "Tsingtao Maru" on 
May 26, 1937. He is now in possession of Bulgarian 
Passport No.007,611/2-37 issued at the Bulgarian 
Legation, on January 3, 1937.6 He is residing at 
541 Avenue Haige 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sd) K. M. Bourne. 


He NH. Steptoe, Euqe, 
H.BoM. Consulate-General, 
Shanghai. 
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a._J. AVRAMOY, Bulgarian, who left Shanghai for i 
Europe on June 14, 1936 on the s.e. “Empress of Russia*®* | 


returned to Shanghai via Siberia on the s.s. “Tsingtao 


Maru" on May 26, 19357. He is now in possession of 


Bulgarian Passport No. 007,611/2©37 issued at the Bule- 


in London 
garian negation, on January 3, 1937. He is now residing 


at 541 Avenue Haig. 
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October, 1935 on the s,s. ““onte Ver bad H 
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~ CONFIDENTIAL, 
DRAWER 


Further to the report by DeSe Pitts dated February 2nd, 


2934, on the activities of the above mentioned person who is the 7 
i 
! 
\ 
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Siencheai representative of the "De La Rue* Banknote engraving Coy en! 
tT have to state that Avromow is at present attem ipting toe establie 
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Made by DeS. Pitts. _~. Forwarded by ay) Li, 


Albert Jacques AVRAMOW, born at Sofia in 1896, is a: 


satan as aioe a mrt alii AS SAIS auc 


Bulgarian of Jewish origin, the Avramow family bein decendants 

of Spanish Jews who, years ago, migrated from Spain and sub= 

sequently settled in Bulgaria. : i te 
Albert Avramow received an extensive education in 


Paris and is known to be an extremely accomplished linguist, 


speaking several foreign tongue 8. His French being excellent ; 


and naving all the mannerisms of a typical well-to-do Parisian, 
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he is in the habit of passing himself as a Frenchman. ; 
He first arrived in Shanghai in 1929, but whilst : 


nothing definite is known regarding this visit, it is believed 


1 
q 
that, being a representative of the London house of Messrs. 
Those de la Rue & Co. Litdem world-wide known banknote menuface ! 
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turers and engravers, the object of his trip was to study local 


SNe 


| market conditions and to strike up business connections on be- 


half of his employers. During his sojourn here he mentioned that 
: ; i 

q 
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he had secured contracts for his compnay for the printing of. 
banknotes from the Bank. of China and the Ventral Bank of. China, 


is | but whether there was any trath in this assertion was never aon-. 
firmed. : a 
Poh «Be left Shanghai in the. euxtumn of 1929 but returned 
here | on ¥ebrusry 7 1.950 _ as the official rep presentative of Those. 
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at different times was Vice-Minister of Education and Vice-Min- 


ister of Finance, whilst during 1923-7, he was a technicel ex- 
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pert of the Commission of Readjustment of Finance, and Chief 
Superintendent of the Bontinental Bank, Peking In 1928 he 


i 
j 
was appointed Menagper of the Chinese-American Bank of Commerce, 
Peiping, which institution later went into liquidation. ; 


Shortly after opening his offices, Avramow made 
his presence felt in loeal cireles b on nw & y boas ng at: 


, aiid to his ability to persuade Chinese busineas men “to Shin. 


bis way," he would eventuall succeed in s 
of the Shanghai Chinese market for his company That this 


was no idle boast was soon evidenced by the fact a 
rather, Lo, almost immed 
Chinese Post Office for the printing and engraving of postal, 


, 
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stamps for the Chinese Government. “In this connection git 
later became known that Lin Shih, formerly Director of the 
| bribed by Avramow to place the contract with the latter's concern. 
Ae a result of this indelicacy Lin Shih was impeached by the 


Control Yuan for corruption and other unlawful actions, and . 


when T.V. Soong, then Minister of Finance, became acquadn ted ‘ 


with the deSails of the affair, orders were given that Avramow 


\ 
i 
i 
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| 


was to receive no more contracts from Chinese banks and ea: eae 8 
ment tnntdtettont. _ 7 | susie’ 
____Ayremow fully remlised the orushing blow that. hea 

‘been dealt him by the attitude adopted by T.Vs Soong and he a ag 
knew full‘ well that unless he were able to gain the minister’ < 
confidence, nie. future business: in officsal Chinese. oircl 


| would be almost neglig pibhee 


enemy 
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Through the influence of General Charles Cohen, 


former private secretary of the late Br. Sun Yat-sen, and a 
certain unnamed high-positioned foreign dignitary, Avramow 


endeavoured to seek personal contact with Mr. TeVe Soong, but 


ell his efforts were nullified by the malicious and ill-advised 
tactics that he had been employing in his relations with Chinese 


pRB ta hat Ban eran ontne 


bankers. In order to gain their contracts, Avramow openly 

declared that TeVs Soong would shortly be ejected from his office 
and that Lo (Avramow's assistant) would be appointed in his 

stead. (This all took place during the period of hostilities 
between the Northern Coalition and the Nanking Bovernment). ‘ 
Naturally enough such activities did not tend to bring about a 
rapprochement between Soong and Avramow, and the former adopted 


the attitude of completely ignoring the latter and making certain 
that he would obtain no more business from reputable Chinese 


concernse 
' Producgive of a feeling of disgust among Shinese 
bankers, were the methods of promoting business employed by ; 


Avramow, whose favourite trick was to produce counterfeited 


notes at the banks concemed in an effo o prove the inferiority 
of their notes compared with those manufactured by his esnipaiy e. 
These spurious notes Avramow was in the habit of purchasing from - 
suspicious characters, whioh. very naturally resulted | in: rumours 
being: circulated to the effect that he Was an associate of local 


| | counterfeiters. He also lavishly | entertained his numerous . 


scquaintances and business associates ut. At: wap “reported 
the Chinese: men were more then nauseated. by. the manner. tn wh 


Avramow entertained: them, Lote’ Prooul ce for: the J 


ons guestey opium, ; toner of easy vi 
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had many influential friends, was instrumental on more than one 
| occasion, however, in inducing the guests to take a very proad- 
minded view of his principal's $playfulness,* and thus saved him 
from many embarrassing situations. 
Although firmly established as the local representat- 
i : ive of .a large and renowned foreign organisation, Avramow, strangely 
| enough, associated himself with several individuals known to the 


Shanghai Municipal Police as being suspicious charasters. Some . 
of his most intimate friends includeds 


woth mre Seca STS Aaa A Joy aN Doe 


(1) N.Me Drooz, a Russian Jew, associate of crooks and 


bah ee prostitutes 


(2) Leo Shapitric, Polish Jew, whose father is well known 
ee being a shady character. 
(3) Shviriansky , Latvian Jew, notorious smuggler, who was 


. man: forced to flee from Harbin, and whom Avramow 


ater 


oem oe ae 


assisted in procuring a French visa in Shanghais 


(4) Rojinsky, Polish Jew, once wanted for fraud by the Dairen 
ns tC ee | € 


Since his first arrival here, Avramow has been ine 


volved in several unsavoury escapades with members of the-o pposite - 
sex, and his. private life will definitely not bear clos e inspect- 
fone Be ing a fairly wealthy man he was’ prepared to pay any 
sum ‘of ‘money for any woman, irrespective of nationality, ¢ 

took his fancy. with the result that he soon gained the reputation 


‘of. ae the poesessor ef an sbnormal sexzal ree, which on several 
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menner from time to time in local Russian mosquito publications 
in connection with his ‘illicit' amours.. 


In October 1930 Avramow met a Miss Antonina Balykoff, 


Russia whom he married in the office of a local French lagal 
practitioner on November 22, 1930. This ceremony, however, 


appears to have been a “mariage de convenance,“ for the grokm 
still continued to conduct himself towards other women as he had 
prior to the ceremony, and it is known that Drooz (mentioned 
above) @cted as a procurer for Avramow, who rented a separate 


apartmen i 2 name of his associate, for the helding of 
bacchanalian and sexual orgies. 


During the second period of his residyence in Shanghai, 


Avramow made several business trips to Tientsin, Peiping, Mukden 
and Nanking. He resided at the Cathay Hotel until his marriage, 
when he removed to No. 311 Route T enant de 1a Tour and later 


to Park Apartments, No. 455 Rue L afayette. 


During March 1951 private enquiries were instituted 
by Thos. de la Rue & Co. Ltd. regarding Avramow's business 


methods and his private conduct, #8 a re sult of which he was 
‘instructed by cable to return to London, but he endeavoured to 


delay his departure as mich as he could and on April 7, 1931 


‘removed to the now defunct Tiny Hotel, Yu Yuen Road. A week 


later he received another cable from his employees insisting 


upon his immediate return, but in order to further postpone his 
departure he entered Dr. Ps Lambert's Séno-Far-eign Clinic, Ho . 


United States of America. Four days later Avranow departed for 
Europe vis U.S.A. as a passenger on the s.s. “President Lincolns® 
Subsequently it became known that Mr. Sydney 1 


| 536 Rue Bourgeat, whilst on May 2, 1931 his wife left fer the ~__ 
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Directer General of Those de ia Rusa & Coe Ltd., and Mre Ne Ae . 
Hendriks, newly appointed Shanghai representative of the establisgh- 
ant, were en route to Shanghai from Burop These two gentlemen 
re ‘ 5 2 D d é ra, # ‘ 
‘ 
__to cancel orders already received.  Mre Lamert, however, _ 
Rte lt TD. 
: definitely stated that Avramow would not return to Shanghai in 
f andor ‘ r d d th ‘ rvices were no longer _ 
‘ required 
h : 
' for London, where his presence was required in connection with  . 
| -ertaim trouble conserning Avramowe a a 
: On February 15, 1932 urs, Avramow (still known as Miss 
he Balykoff) _xeturned to Shanghai from America and confirma 
information, which had already been received, to the effec 


wat ceey 


NF IAIN ie. sitesi tea ORE Cah 


oe ee pt RELIES ENTE TISAI Y PAROS I EES 


we eee 


“etinearas” File No.......-.-- ze 
~ @ SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
. i a a ce eee Station, 
REPORT 
VDE 5 5 eee ae TRO I9 
SO OCE: (EMG RID) tts cach ce ae OR a a an Pe cia ta ced ccceeaban alah 
ABR Day ee occ secs tc a coe ae et OV WGR ACE: Diy ian so a Ect le, 6 ec 


On Ap OD, 1952 Lemert and Avramow returned to Shanghai, 


|_the latter having visited Manchukuo en route. He took up 
residence at the Astor House and immediately made an announcemen 


Pac 0 he bad: baer ssnpointed «a . Bhanchs 


representative of Thos de la Rue & Co. Lid. 


On y 5, 1932 Lamert departed for Tientsin and the san 


Balykoff went to reside with Avramo irs, Avramow 
. ae eeinabnig SALLE PETAL SEE TEE 
e Act c ong of: On TRY = 2 Aol ye renoved te Hos 75 
rennet POET 
Bearn tment, Ave Joffre, which Avramow had taken over 


shortcomings and referred to him as a “women-hunter® and “a good~ 


° 


on = business-trip and returned on October 5, 1952 by the scm. 


|_ visited Peiping and Tient search of busines 


nis departure fer Lomior amas as informed that Avremow ha¢ 


| made of it. Avremow declafed that should he be diamissed as 
& result of this letter, he-would sue Lomert for £50,000.0.0d. 


It was rumc 


* Upon His Sturn ft For BVSin ang oF ne OV 


On September 2, 1932 Avr Bae eft Sang h for the Zorth 


ae" Between Vecanmber amd, 24 ¢ _tiv some yee 


wed that during 


the abeve mentioned ~ per: 


OL Dain SAR Maria erste vain 


fi arsiatesttaieé 


Sere Ce SMRCErT 


pat GR aaoeen 


9 Nei ten agitate ee 


SS eines sil laches air ee ecm ie aia pli cay acatnalenovnnrecease = 


Fm. 2 | 
& 'Giecboosicaa File Nou..........- : 
ee SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. , 
~ : Station, , 
REPORT 
8 7: eo Eee OTE 19 
AN ECT Oa cas £14 9 eae en ee ee eee eee ee 
VE GDE DI isa ec i ee te ee TOC QORE DC: OI sc aca Et ae ed i ian et natn a eeeemne 


Planned ‘omestablish a concern for the repacking and relabelling 


of Japanese goods in order to avoid restrictions imposed upon 
such merchandise by the then current anti-Japanese boycott 


movement. The scheme, however, failed to emerge from an embryo _ 
stage and did not materialize, the money never being returmed to 


Avramow. 


On or about May 15, 1983 Avramow left for Tientsin via 


Nanking and returned here on May 23, 1933. On November 16, 


19352 Avramow and his wife had removed to Apartment Noe 91, 


Bearn Apartments, Avenue Joffre, where they resided un —— 
July 8, 1933 when they left Shang 


by the ses. Asama Maru. This was in the nature of a businesse 


head RBI aD WATTS Seen tam een eT ee cer vere a 


cum-pleasure trip. 


Mrs. Avramow returned to Shanghai on October 31, 19335 
; from London on board the seS. “Fushimi Maru" whilst Avremow 
returned on the 5.8, "Conte Verde" which arrived here on January 
8, ‘1954. They #re now both residin at No. 253 Route Dupleixs 
; ____s—sAVramow is in possession of Bulgarian “assport Now 
|17180/21 issued by the Bulgarian Legation at New York on August 
: seiner he 


San tomen aches Atintnatictcttatimarecinaamnetncaheee: 


SIE na WP STEIS EE PEED DEAF ROVE 


9, 1955 whigh bears the visa of the Chinese L 
issued on September 21, 1933. 


On July 5, 1934 Mrs. Avramow proceeded to Tsingtao by 


; : é 
. | the ses. "Teingtao Maru," her hushand followin 
steamer on August 2, 1934. They returned to Shanghe wis Japan 


during September of this year, _ * 


In October, 1 E oY 
3 by Dre Poms Apartment 19 Young Apartments No 6 Kg ate Voy On» a 
b " _In various local circles it has -been recently openly =~ 


tated that Avramow has declared that he will shortly 
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Bulgarian Consul-General in Shanghai. 4 
Apart from the foregoing nothing preducial to Avramow's | 
character has come to the notice of this office, but, nevertheless, { 
: 3 
however well educated, clever, intelligent, soignee and well- =} 
mannered that Avramow may be, he ‘is thoroughly disliked and even { 
detested by many who have happened to become acquainted with him, 
there being something indefinite which is unsavoury and unclean _ . 
about his person and habits. 
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_ CAL bert I, Avramow, who forms the subject of ——__. 
file D-4961, returned in Shanghai from Europe on 
January 8, 1934, in the s,s. “Conte Verde" He 
holds passport No. 17180/21 issued by the Bulgarian — 
____ Legation at New York on August 9, 1955, which hears 
____&@ Ghinese visa issued on September 21, 1933, in London. 
According to our information he is at present residing seta 
__.__at Noe 253 Route Dupleixe 
____ CMs: Antonina C. Avramow, his wife, returned  _ 
| __ here from London ori October 31, 1933, in the sese 
“Fushimi Maru" 
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Subject (in full) Departure of A.J. Avramow. 


Made by. D.S.Prokofiev Forwarded by 


ban Albert J. Avramow,local representative of Thomas De la 


Rue & Co,who forms the subject of File D, 4961 ,left Shanghai 


nde EBA SERBCT ASA Cheung Ie PE AES OS ee ee 


s.s. " Asama Maru", according to his own statement he intends to 


return here in September of this year. 
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| Subject (in full)... Memorandum on A.J,Avramow. 


| 
i 
poco 
Made by___..D-SeProkofiev _Forwarded by...” 
With reference to the memo of the Officer 
represen ae 
Branch dated June 6,1933,0n the subject of A.J,Avramow, Shangha 
of Thomas De La Rue & Co,id,Bankmote Manufacturers, the following 


information regarding this individual's antecedents has been re- 


+ Bev BANAL PROS I oo BiG El te tN cathe Macatee 2 Sacto 


ceived from a reliable confidential source:- 


Albert J,Avramow,38,Bulgarian of Jewish origin, born 
at Sofia. lie holds passport No 42478/7 issued by the Bulgarian . 


(ance adhe eKits 


_Legation in London on June 29,1932. He gives his home address as 
: Serdkai,Sofia(Bulgaria). The Avramow family are believed to be | 
i descendants of Spanish Jews who migrated from Spain and mend 


ly settled in Bulgaria. Avramow's father is reported to be a wealt 


proprietor of large rose plantations in that country. Albert Avra- 


mow received his education in Paris.He is reported to possess a 
very good knowledge of several foreign languages. French,however, 


his favourite language and he likes to pass for a Frenchman. 


He first arrived in Shanghai some time in 1929, Nothing 
$$$ —_—____— 


Bleinite is known regarding the object of his visiting Shanghai at 
Ae 


that time,but it is believed that he came here with the object of 


PEE LOE ILE TIE OO EKER REN SERRE 2 ite 


studying the local market and other business prospects,as well as 


to make necessary business acquaintances etc. on behalf, of Thomas . 


De La Rue & Co,Id,London, Banknote Manufacturers , General Printers 
and Engravers- one of, the world's largest firms of this kind. 

po a RR a a a a a iE 
During his first sojourn in Shanghai Avramow mentioned that. he 


had succeeded in securing ordergfor . the firm from the Bank ‘of 
hina aad the Ventral Bank of China, bar there Te wo Wefiatte THe 
China and the Central Bank of China,but there is no definite ine 


formation to this effect, He Left Shan ghai qaring the. suvun or 


1929. 
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kong & Shanghai Bank Building and engaged as an assistant a cer- 


tain Chinese named H.N.Lo,ex-minister of Finance in the Peking 


Governmert and one of the former directors of the Chinese-American 
Bank of Commerce which went into liquidation a few years ago. 


Avramow was full of confidence and self-assurance at that time 


and often boasted that he would eventually succeed in securing the 
whole Chinese market for his firm,owing to his ability to impress 
and persuade Chinese business men, He soon succeeded in securing 


Sais 


from the Chinese Post Office orders for the engraving and printing : 


of new postal stamps for the Chinese Government. It was whispered 


‘ 


ae 
_— 


ficial and that later,when the fact of bribery had become known, 


. er. the official in question was dismissed and fled from Shanghai in 
gee oi | ordér to escape punishment, It is also reported that in connection 
“il with this affair T.V.S5oong,#inister of Finance,objected to any 


7 


more orders being given to Avramow by Chinese Banks and Govern~ 


ey 


ment institutions, 


Avramow was fully acquainted of T.V.Soong's attitude te- 


# 
: 
3 
i 
¥ 
y 


wards him and tried to win the minister over to his side through 


the influence of General | Chaples::Gohen=< former private secretary 
Rechte KOE VIEL: 


Yat. Sene.He. also endeavoured 


Cees 3H 


and personal bodyguard to 


- °F 
EP 


to obtain a letter of Sutuctaavion to T.V.Soong from-a high fo- 


reign official. However, all his efforts to win the confidence of 


the minister were futile,partly,perhaps, owing to the following ™ 
Till-considered tactics of his:- in his business negotiations with 


nese bankers he mentioned,in order to persuade them to place 


orders wi e firm he represented, that T.V.Soong would soon be 


ejecte rom office an at Lo,Avramow'’s assistant, Would be ap- 


| 
| 
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in this connection that he had bribed a certain Chinese postal of- 
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lity of the Northern Coalition agaiQnt the Nanking Government ). 
All this propaganda,hoWever, only resulted in the stiffening 


7.V.Soong's hostile attitude towards Avramow, 


Some of Avramow's methods of promoting business were 


thoroughly disliked by Chinese bankers,as,for instance, his fa- 


vourite trick of producing counterfeit: Banknotes at the banks con—_ 


cerned in order to show how easily their banknotes conld be coune 


terfeited and thus to prove their inferiority to the banknotes mae 


nufactured by the firm he represented. He used to buy such spurious 


banknotes from various suspifcious persons which resulted in ru- 


mours to the effect that he was connected with local counteffei-a,: 


ters, He lavishly entértained his numerous friends ané business 


acquaintances in various public places of entertainment as well 


as in his own house, It was,however, said that Chinese business men 


were often disgusted with Avramow's manner of entertaining them by 


procuring opium smoking,women ete. and that only Lo,who had many 


influential friends, could make them stand all this. 


Being the local representative of a large and renowned 
firm, Avramow, strangely enough,showed a tendency of associating him- 
‘Self with various shady and suspicious characters. “is best friends 
‘during that period included the following individuals: 1) N.M.Drooz, 
Russian Jew,associate of crooks and prostitutes; 2) Leo Shapitrick, 
Polish Jew,whose father is a notorious shady character; 3) Shvi- 
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to live up to this reputation duxtug his second sojourn in Shang- 
hai and became notorious by his loose life. and numerous love af- 
fairs - nostly with local Jewish and Russian girls. It was said 
that he was prepared to do anything in order to win the woman he 
wanted; that he spent money freely for this purpose,that on seve- 
ral occasions he had to pay hush money in order to avoid scandal 
_himself against possible assaults with which he was threatened in 


his 
comnection with, love adventures. His name was mentioned on two oce 


casions in local Russian mosquito magazines in connection with his 


amourous activitiess,:--:. 


In October 1930 he met a certain Miss A.Balykoff,Rus- 


Ssian,with whom he fell in love, and on November 22 offthe same 


year they were married. It was not a legally recognized form of 


marriage ,nor was it exactly a "marriage in the sight of heaven", 


as they Nani a contract in the office of a local French lawyer, : 
~~ 


This,however, did not prevent Ayramow from continuing his love 


affairs,especially during the periods of absence from Shanghai of 


his wife. For this purpose he rented a separate apartment in the 


ah tee 
neme of the abovementioned Drggsemiho acted as Avramow's procurer 


. in his love adventures, ; 
"During the second period of his sojourn in Shanghai 
“Avramow made several business trips to Tientsin, reking,@ukden and 
“Nanking. He resided in the Cathay Hotel wmtil his marriage after 
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out business as well as his mode of life, In consequence of these 


enquiries Avramow was recalled to London by cable. He tried to de- 


lay his departure by all means at his disposal. On April 7 he re- 
moved to the defunct Tiny Hotel,Yu Yuen Road. On April 14 another 


telegram was received from London insisting on his immediate return. 


Avramow then commenced to make arrangements for his departure, but 
soon ertered Dr.lambert's hospital in order toi postpone his re- ; 
_call. Gen. Seay 2 he sent his wife to America,himself remaining in 
the hospital. Finally,ne left Shanghai for Europe via U.S.A, on 
May 6,1931 by the s.s. " President Lincoln". 
After his departure from Shanghai it became known why 


the firm had insisted on his immediate departure: Mr.Sidney Lamert , | 
ch ae ee ee ee, 


j 
: 


Director General of ThomasDe La Rue & Co, and Mr.l.A.Hendriks,newly 


appointed representative of the firm in Shanghai, were en-route to 


Shanghai from London,and to avoid any gossip ete. it was important 
q Phe GN ap i Lan a ae LY Ee Om PR ke FJ 
i thet Avramow should leave this city before their arrival here, ’ 
The above two persons arrived in Shanghai on May 25,1931 by the 


t s.s. " Ranpura", 


At first Lo refused to work under Hendriks and demanded 


Avramow's return to Shanghai pointing out that otherwise he could 


not guarant@@any successful business off behalf of the firm, He 


even threatened that orders already received might be cancelled. 


Mr. Lamert ,however, firmly declared that Avramow would not return 


to Shanghai as representative of the firm and that a letter was 


waiting for Avramow in the Hea fice to the errec a s 
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mained in Shanghai as the local representative of Thomas De La Rue 


and Co. 


In December 1931 Yarormation was received in Shanghai 


to the effect that Avramow had been re-engaged by the firm, because 


he had been again successful in obtaining large orders for them, 


On February 15,1932 Miss A,Balykoff returned th Shanghai from the 


U.S-Aeg She confirmed the above information anaptatea that Avramow 


ould soon arrive © this city. 


On February 2,1932 Mr.Nendriks left Shanghai for Lon- 
don. Prior to his departure he gave to understand that he had been 


recalled in connection with avramow's re-appointment as local re- 


presentative of the firm, 


On April 191932 Mr. Lamert arrived in Shanghai. Avra- 
mow who was expected to return here on March 29, arrived also on 
April lOafter having visited Manchuria en-route to this city. He 


ee ee ee eee 
took up residence at the Astor House. He immediately declared that 


he had been re-appointed to act as the firm's representative in 

Shanghai. He also gave to understand that this was due to the in- _ 
fluence of Lo as well as to the incapacity of Hendriks, According 
to Avramow,his new agreement with his employers included a clause 
protecting his private life from any interference on the part or — 
‘the firm. In the beginning of May 1932 he removed to the Metropole 


On May 5 Mr. Lamert left for Tientsin and on that very 


day Miss Balykoff went to reside with Avramow in the Metropole Ho- 


tel as"Mrs Avramow! On May 15 they removed to Apart. 75,Bearn 


Apartments, which Avramow took. over from Dr. Wellington Koo. 


Prior to his departure for Tientsin Mr. Lamert left. in. 


| the office a letter addressed to the Head,Office of the firm,in 
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+ 
and good for nothing". It is reported that Lamert was greatly ; 


ab shocked when,following his return from Tientsin and on the eve of 
sn a — nea 
Ae § aad his departure for London on May 5,1932,he was informed that during | 
AAA Baye z. Sats ici ageaeee 
viv [ay his absence Avramow opened the letter in question and made a pho- 
a tographic copy of it. Avramow,it is reported, mentioned that he 
would sue Lamert for £ 30.000 should he be dismissed as the result 
of the letter. _ i 
On September 7,1932 Avramow left Shanghai for the North : 
on a business trip and returned on October 5,by the s.s."Dairen ‘ 
Maru", Between December 7 and 24,1932 he visited Tientsin and Pe~ / 
@ i) king. He left for Hongkong on January 1,1932) by the s,s."Conte Ver- | 


i 
de" and returned here on January 20 by the s.s. " President Wilson" i 


=“ It is rumoured that during this period he was defrauded 


of the sum $ 30.000 by a certain E.Pechich,Jugoslavian,and a Japa- 


nese ,name unknown, in company with whom Avramow planned to estab— 


rte a Oa ees ery nee 


‘lish a bud@iness for re-packing and re-labelling Japanese goods in 


order to avoid the restrictions imposed on these goods by the boy- 


cott movement. The scheme ,however, never materialised and the 


money was never returned to Avramow, 


It is reported that recently Avramow started negotiations ; 


with a group of Chinese bankers ana business men on the subject of 


the establishing in Shanghai a plant for engraving and printing of 


banknotes and stamps,offering his services as director of the pro-_ 
sed enterprise, However,nothing definite is so far known regarding 
the progress or these negotiations, 
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Apart from the rumours mentioned above regarding Avra- 


mow's alleged eonnections with the counterfeiters of banknotes, 
his unsuccessful venture with Bechich snd Co and his trick with 


Lamert's letter nothing preju a a Exe Aivemow es character has 
come to the notice of this office, 
HOVSTENS RES NAWeTET Wel. educated,ciever,intelligent and 
well mannered Avramow is thoroghly detested by many persons who 
_happened to make his acquaintance and who state that there is some- 


thing unsavoury about his persons and habits, 
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‘ Te letter was wristen on Tiongsone f Sis nghu i Hotel note ' 

wiper und steted that. a Mr. -Aloert Auremow,s a RNulgaricn Jew, and 


known to tne writer as an international counterfciter vas arriving 


on the "Bapress of Sunada". that ne nad f.1lse plates conceited in 


the covers of voois cic ed oums ja nis luggage with tie intention 


of operating jiere. flso, tuat the weiter would identify himself ; 


and claim « rewurd if the Sus toms mude the seigucee AS_& Meuns 
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necessury resulting from the search was to be taken by the River: 
Police. 

On 29-3-32 D. 3. Beloghenko with D. 8 


“WYouse Section,attended the ‘Eupress of Gan.di" with Ins} 


‘of the River Police but the suspected person was not on bourde 


It was ascertained that a Mr. Ae Je AULEiNOW Bulgerian, travelhe 


ad 1st Class from Vane uner 


Yokoham: on 26-43-32. fis person was known to the urser_o 


‘“Buwpress of Canada" #8 a business mun who trave ed on 


| from Vancouner vo base sa ————_—_—_—_—_—_- 


from Vancouner to the East. 
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' Russian Jew, associate of crocks ana prostitutes. 


tte, 


SHVIRIANSKY: Sw 
: Latvian Jew, Sti, Forced to flee Harbin. 


_ ROJINSKY . 
Polish Jew. Once wanted for fraud by Dairen Police. 


| BECHICH, E. 
’ Jugoslavian 


. Dr. Poms 
! Resided at Apt. 19, Young Apts., No. 6 Route Voyron. 


| COHEN, General Charles 
: Former private secretary to Dr. Sun Yat Sen. 
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